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Concerned about potential
rooming houses or informal
seasonal works accommodation
in your area?

If you have concerns about non-approved rooming
houses in your area, please call us on 5036 2591 to
discuss.

Are you running arooming house
or providing informal seasonal
workers accommodation?

If you rent out or sub-let your property
(including caravans) and if more than four
people live there, you might be running a
rooming house.

If so, you must comply with health, building and
planning rules to continue operating, and to ensure you
provide a safe place for your tenants to live.

Council has started a pro-active campaign, working
with property owners to help them comply with
rooming house rules. These rules are essential to
ensuring tenants’ safety.

If you think you might be running a rooming house, or
you have questions about rooming house rules, please
contact Council’s Public Health Department on 5036
2591.

You can also visit www.swanbhill.vic.gov.au/rooming-
house to find out more about the rules around rooming
houses.

Council will take legal action against rooming house
operators who do not work with Council to comply with
relevant Health, Building and Planning rules.
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What is a rooming house?

A rooming house is a building, where one or more
rooms is available for rent and where the number of
people occupying the property is four or more.

Residents are likely to share common areas like
kitchens, bathrooms and loungerooms with other
residents.

In our area, it is most often seasonal workers from
overseas and from Australia who live in this type of
accommodation, due to their short- term needs and
the affordability of rooming houses.

What rules must
rooming houses meet?

Rooming houses must meet a range of Health,
Building and Planning rules. Some examples are
below, but you should contact Council to discuss your
individual property and these regulations.

For example, rooming houses MUST:

e Be registered with Council

e Provide a clean-living environment,
including adequate ventilation, continuous
and adequate hot and cold water supply,
clean drinking water, regular rubbish
collection, adequate sewerage and water
discharge, and vermin-proof bins that are
emptied regularly.

e Provide at least one toilet, one
bath/shower and one wash basin for every
10 people

e Comply with regulated room sizes, based
on number of occupants and length of stay

e Comply will Local Laws around use of
caravans in residential areas

e Have appropriate Building Permits

e Have the regulated number of stand-
alone, hard-wired smoke alarms, and other
fire safety measures

What to do now?

You can find out more about rooming houses at
www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/rooming-house

To talk about your property or report a potential
rooming house, call Council on 5036 2591.
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